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AGENDA
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August 6, 2020 - 9:30 AM
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Adoption of July 9, 2020 Commission Meeting Minutes
Approval of August 6, 2020 Agenda

Commission Special Announcements / Personal Privilege
a) Recognize and Present Certificate to Former Colonel Sammy Martin

Recognize Corporal Michael Hebert as the 2020 Mississippi Flyway Council Waterfowl
Protection Officer of the Year — Lt. Lane Kincaid, Enforcement Division

Enforcement Report, July 2020 — Major Edward Skena, Enforcement Division

Receive a Presentation to Consider Waterfowl Zones and Splits for the 2021-2025 Seasons —
Larry Reynolds, Waterfow] Biologist

Receive and Consider a Declaration of Emergency to Set the Opening Date for the 2020 Fall
Inshore Shrimp Season — Peyton Cagle, Marine Fisheries Biologist

Receive and Consider a Notice of Intent Establishing Closures of Certain Waters Associated
with the 2021 Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program - Peyton Cagle, Marine Fisheries Biologist

Receive a Summary of Public Meetings and Surveys Conducted on Spotted Seatrout
Management Options — Jason Adriance, Marine Fisheries Biologist

Receive a Report on the 2020 Private Recreational Red Snapper Season — Jason Adriance,
Marine Fisheries Biologist

Set December 2020 Commission Meeting Date
Receive Public Comments

Adjournment



MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, August 6, 2020

The regular meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission was Called to Order
at 9:30 AM on August 6, 2020, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters Building in the Joe L. Herring Louisiana Room by
Chairman Hogan.

Commissioner Courville led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman Hogan asked for the Roll Call. The following Commissioners were present:

Bill Hogan

Chad Courville
Andrew Blanchard
Dusty Guidry

Joe McPherson
Jerri Smitko

Al Sunseri

Secretary Jack Montoucet was also present.

Next, Chairman Hogan called for Adoption of July 9, 2020 Commission Meeting Minutes.
Commissioner Guidry made a motion to adopt the July 9, 2020 Commission Meeting minutes
and it was seconded by Commissioner Courville. The motion passed with no opposition.

Commissioner Smitko made a motion for the Approval of August 6, 2020 Agenda, seconded
by Commissioner McPherson and unanimously approved.

For Commission Special Announcements/Personal Privilege for this month, Chairman
Hogan asked Secretary Jack Montoucet to begin the item to Recognize and Present Certificate
to Former Colonel Sammy Martin. Secretary Montoucet stated it was an honor to recognize
the former Enforcement Colonel Samuel Martin who spent 38 years of life with the Department
and presented him with a certificate for his accomplishment and dedication to the Department.
Commissioner Courville stated it was a pleasure to have worked with former Colonel Martin
and thanked him for his advice and guidance in making decisions while serving on the
Commission. The Commissioner knew the former Colonel was a tremendous asset to the
people of the State, particularly for their safety, and looked forward to visiting with him and
spending some time on the water. Commissioner Sunseri also stated it was great working with
former Colonel Martin over the years having worked with him on the Oyster Task Force which



included working on policies to make things better with the enforcement portion of commercial
fisheries. The Commissioner thanked the former Colonel for what he has done and mentioned
he was very easy to work with and knew it would continue due to his leadership. Commissioner
Smitko reiterated what was already said and added she appreciated the former Colonel listening
to the people, especially the commercial fishermen, and for being the type of enforcement agent
that evaluated each situation. The Commissioner then thanked former Colonel Martin’s family
for their 38 years of sacrifice and support and congratulated them as well. Commissioner
McPherson felt 38 years was a great run and to attain the position of Colonel was earned and
respected by his peers and then he thanked former Colonel Martin for his dedication and service.
Chairman Hogan stated former Colonel Martin was an outstanding man, a great man and would
be missed. Former Colonel Martin stated he appreciated the certificate and recognition and
knew it was a long, rewarding career. He also thanked everyone for the support he received
when he lost his mom and son and hoped to enjoy his retirement. Secretary Montoucet stated
former Colonel Martin promised him a fishing trip and would hold him to it. Then the Secretary
agreed with Commissioner Smitko in recognizing the families and wives. Secretary Montoucet
thanked Mrs. Martin for supporting former Colonel Martin and the department and expressed
appreciation for the sacrifices she made and recognized them.

Then Secretary Montoucet announced the new Colonel would be Chad Hebert, who worked
under former Colonel Martin and he was glad to have him on his team. Next, he announced the
new Lt. Col. was Rachel Zechenelly who would bring a lot of new ideas. Lt. Col. Zechenelly’s
position involved taking over the recruit training program. Other new Enforcement
appointments included Major Travis Huval from Lafayette would be included in the
administrative portion of the division and Major Rick Owens from Monroe would supervise the
northern portion of the State. Secretary Montoucet looked forward to working with the new
Enforcement staff.

Lt. Lane Kincaid, Enforcement Division was asked to come forward for the next agenda item,
Recognize Corporal Michael Hebert as the 2020 Mississippi Flyway Council Waterfowl
Protection Officer of the Year. Lt. Kincaid stated he was the representative for the Mississippi
Flyway Law Enforcement Council and noted there are 14 states and 3 Canadian provinces that
recognizes an outstanding officer from each state and then an overall officer was recognized as
the Mississippi Flyway’s Officer of the Year. Louisiana’s recipient of the 2020 Waterfowl
Protection Officer of the Year was Corporal Michael Hebert.

Major Edward Skena began the Enforcement Report for July 2020 stating there were 21
boating incidents with 23 injuries and 5 fatalities. A total of 499 written citations and 155
written warnings were issued during July and agents responded to 15 public assists. News
releases discussed included agents cited 3 men in Plaquemines Parish for red snapper violations
of which they could be subject to civil restitution fines totaling $860.70; and 2 St. Landry Parish
residents were cited for deer hunting violations and could face civil restitution totaling up to
$2,033 for the replacement value of the illegally taken deer. Then Major Skena added that U.S.
Attorney David Joseph announced Mr. Kaenon Constantin was sentenced on July 30 to 5 years
of probation for killing and transporting a Whooping Crane. During the probation, Mr.
Constantin must complete 360 hours of community service related to wildlife conservation; and
he was ordered to pay $10,000 fine and $75,000 in civil restitution to the Department. Major



Skena explained what occurred with the Whooping Cranes in 2016 and the events of Mr.
Constantin and a juvenile with the birds.

Following the report, Commissioner McPherson asked if an informant was involved in the
Whooping Crane case to which Major Skena was not sure if it was an informant or information
from a tracking collar. Then the Commissioner asked for a copy of the informant sheet agents
use and Major Skena provided each member with a copy. Commissioner McPherson inquired
if an attempt had been made to try to include on the form that the informant was contacted
initially and what the results were with the investigation. Major Skena explained wording on the
form that allows an agent or his supervisor, after the case, would log what happened with the
case. Then the Major explained a contract was recently signed with General Informatics to
develop a system that would digitize all that the agents do with the assistance of a computer
device called a gizmo. This will allow agents in the field to log information from a stop which
would be stored in a mainframe that all agents and supervisors could access. This program may
take 8-10 months to get up and running, but once it was up, information can be tracked by
citation number or date. Commissioner McPherson hoped his request could be built into the
new system but the form did not provide information on whether an informant was contacted
prior to an agent conducting his investigation so they can know everything he needs before
making the investigation. Major Skena described further information required for the form and
before an agent goes into the field, he would call the informant. Commissioner McPherson
knew first hand that does not happen and was a reason why he asked that it be noted whether he
does or does not contact an informant. Also, the Commissioner wanted to know if disposition
information involved contacting the informant and told what the disposition was. He felt this
information was necessary for the safety of the agent and to let the informant know his tip was
appreciated. Commissioner McPherson asked that this additional information he felt was very
important be included in the new system. Commissioner Guidry asked if the current system
allows an agent to see if there have been any priors with the Department and Major Skena
answered yes. Then the Commissioner congratulated the Department on the new system and
stated his office uses General Informatics and felt staff would be extremely pleased in the
services they can render. Major Skena was glad to hear from a satisfied customer and may call
the Commissioner for some tips. Commissioner Guidry further explained how his office has a
General Informatics person physically at their office to make the system work. Major Skena
stated this company assured the Department they can do what was needed and having a local
company was another reason for having chosen them. Commissioner Smitko stated the man in
the Whooping Crane case was ordered to pay $10,000 fine and $75,000 in civil restitution and
asked if this was correct or a typo and Major Skena stated it was $75,000 in civil restitution and
$10,000 criminal fine. The Commissioner thought that was wonderful and asked the
Department to make sure the civil restitution was paid; Major Skena commented a payment
schedule was set up that will allow the fine was paid. Again Commissioner Smitko asked that
someone look at this at least once a year and if he was not making payments, the Department
could ask the Court to revoke his probation. Commissioner Guidry asked General Counsel
Cole Garrett if he was aware of what the payment plan was to which General Counsel Garrett
stated it was instituted by the Federal Court as part of his probation, but would check on it
internally. Commissioner McPherson asked if the new system would capture investigations
that looked at an individual for which a citation was not issued but has been a suspect in prior
instances to which Major Skena felt the new system could capture whatever information the



Department wanted. Commissioner Courville asked if the $75,000 was established by the
Federal system instead of the State system and knew the Department had begun the process of
reworking the State’s civil restitution fines and wondered where the State was going, especially
with Threatened and Endangered Species. General Counsel Garrett stated the State would not
have gotten that amount with the current fee schedule for a Whooping Crane set at $4,200. The
Commissioner hoped the Department could look at the federal system and their values and
apply that to some of Louisiana’s species. General Counsel Garrett stated the staff was still
working on the Notice of Intent that would change the State’s civil restitution fees.
Commissioner Smitko asked General Counsel Garrett to reach out to the Federal Court and see
how they came about that amount and he stated he could make that inquiry. Commissioner
Guidry stated, from his experience, that payment plans were great in theory but in reality they
hardly ever work; he noted he has a 15% success rate on payment plans his office does and those
plans were not near $75,000.

Chairman Hogan announced the next agenda item, Receive a Presentation to Consider
Waterfowl Zones and Splits for the 2021-2025 Seasons would be given by Mr. Larry
Reynolds, Waterfowl Biologist. Before Mr. Reynolds began, General Counsel Garrett
mentioned that at last month’s meeting information was presented to learn of the
recommendation which would be heard at this meeting. He then stated action on the
recommendation was not needed today, but would be taken at the next meeting so that
information can be forwarded to the Feds by October 1. Mr. Reynolds stated out of the 4 Flyway
Councils, the Mississippi Flyway Council was the only one that has a Law Enforcement Section.
He then stated the Flyway Council appreciates the participation of Lt. Kincaid and the actions of
Corporal Hebert and the other agents in the Flyway. Beginning the presentation Mr. Reynolds
noted another partner was added, Gulf Coast Joint Venture, Dr. Joe Lancaster was helpful with
the harvest analysis. The presentation included guidelines for zones and splits with the decision
made this year being used for the 2021-2025 seasons; options for the zones and splits (4 zones
with straight seasons, 3 zones with option for split season in any zone, or 2 zones with up to 2
splits in either zone); a map of the current zone boundaries with split seasons; specific
considerations for 3 zones with split seasons option (hunters are familiar with this option,
opportunity to hunt different zones and flexibility in setting seasons dates in each zone)
compared with specific considerations for 2 zones with 2 splits (3 opening days but an opening
date or closing date would not be on a weekend, 2 rest periods, opportunity to move across zones
is reduced but there is more flexibility in setting season dates within each zone). Next Mr.
Reynolds talked on results from the 2020 Louisiana waterfowl hunters survey which was
conducted on an email framework and sent to all hunters with HIP registration and an email
address; of the 73,554 emails sent about 5,000 bounced which meant 68,578 were delivered and
responses were received from about 13,500 (19.7% response rate, which is exactly what it was
for the 2015 survey). Responses deleted included about 3900 hunters that stated they did not
hunt waterfowl; 2 responses were from hunters under the age of 16; and 1383 hunters did not
answer at least 5 questions for a total of 8,218 valid responses (12.0% valid response rate).
Results of the survey showed that 50% of the hunters were in the Coastal Zone, 40% in the East
Zone, 10% in the West Zone and about 8% did not hunt ducks in Louisiana; frequency of
hunting multiple zones (about 80% hunt in one zone with less than 3% that hunts all 3 zones);
hunter’s satisfaction with the zones (scale l=very dissatisfied to S=very satisfied, geographic
boundaries averaged 3.3 and dissatisfaction for hunters was with the season dates); results from



the hunters’ preference of zones and splits was a dead heat between the options of 3 zones with
splits, 2 zones with 2 splits or no opinion (confidence limits +1.5-2%); maps of the 4 options
dividing the state into 2 zones (north/south with current boundaries, east/west with current
boundaries, east/west with continuous coast and east/west with boundary at the Atchafalaya
River); results of the hunters’ preference for the 2-zone options were highest for the north/south
option and the east/west dividing the coastal zone option. Mr. Reynolds then talked of the
influence the zone boundaries will have on hunters showing a state map divided by 5 regions of
interest and noted the East Region will fall within the East Zone no matter what option was
chosen; however, the West, Rice and Southeast Coastal Regions could be combined with the
East Region or Coastal Region, so particular attention was paid to those hunters that the zone
boundary decision would affect. There was not much dissatisfaction in the results from the chart
Satisfaction with Current Geographic Boundaries by Sub-Region except in the Rice Region (over
30% dissatisfaction whereas the other 4 regions were 12-20% dissatisfied). Preferred Zone/Split
Options by Sub-Regions chart also showed no difference between the 3 zones with 1 split and
the 2 zones with 2 splits option except for the Rice Region where these hunters favored the 2
zones with 2 splits over the 3 zones with 1 split. Preferred Geographic Zones by Sub-Region
results showed the north/south and the east/west with the boundary at the Atchafalaya River had
similar results and the east/west with current boundaries option was the least favorite in all 5
regions. Looking at the options, there was no significant difference in the support for the
north/south option in all 5 regions; however, 63% in the West Region preferred to stay with the
Coastal Zone rather than being combined with the East Region. The option of an east/west with
continuous coastal zone showed lower support overall but there was higher support from the
Rice Region and Southwest Coastal Region. The last option of an east/west zone divided at the
Atchafalaya River had higher support in southeast coastal parishes; but 59.1% preferred an
option that keeps the coastal zone intact. The conclusions were that hunter dissatisfaction was
higher with season dates than zones, no clear favorite in the overall zone/splits options, and there
was a majority support for an east/west 2 zone option.

Next Mr. Reynolds talked about harvest analysis to look at the last option first showing a map of
the zone boundary for 2001-2011 which opened on the second Saturday in November for 3
weeks, split for 12 days and then reopened and ran the season until a week before the end of the
framework. At that time, there was an option to look at 3 zones, so staff looked at data from 5
parishes of southwest Louisiana (Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson Davis, Acadia and Vermilion),
the 5 parishes of southeast Louisiana (Terrebonne, Lafourche, Jefferson, Plaquemines and St.
Bernard) and northwest Louisiana., Harvest data from the southwest parishes, southeast parishes
and northwest Louisiana showed that over 50% of the kill comes within the first 3 weeks of the
first split; the southeast parishes were very similar to the southwest parishes. Shown next was a
graph of Louisiana hunter’s average daily bag from 2004-2013. Duck seasons since 2010 have
not been so clean, according to Mr. Reynolds. He mentioned the 2010-2014 season dates were
the same which was like that prior to 2010; there were 4 weeks in the first split for the 2015
season; and in 2016 portions of southwest parishes were moved to the East Zone which would
not allow for harvest data comparisons from 4 parishes in southwest Louisiana. Chronology of
harvest data from 2010-2014 were very similar between the southwest and southeast regions. A
chart of the chronology of harvest data from the southeast region only comparing the 2001-2009
with the 2010-2018 years (does not include 2015 season) showed the results were the same. The
pattern on the graph showing average daily duck bag for hunters bagging at least 1 duck for the



years 2010-2014 in the southwest region and 2010-2018 in southeast region was the same but the
slope was different. Conclusions from this information shows: harvest chronology data has not
shifted later in southeast coastal region, was not different from southwest where comparisons are
valid and there was little justification based on harvest data for dividing the coastal region.

Based on all of the information and data presented, the recommendation was to implement a 2-
zone/2-split option for the 2021-2025 seasons with the east/west boundary keeping the coastal
zone intact. The path forward was to have a decision made at the September Commission
Meeting to include zones and splits option and to authorize the Secretary to convey that
recommendation to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service by October 1. Action would be taken
beginning in January 2021 to include the new zone boundaries and season dates in Title 76. (A
copy of Mr. Reynolds’ presentation is included in the Appendices Section of the Minutes.)

Following the presentation, Commissioner Sunseri asked for the split again and Mr. Reynolds
stated it would be 2 zones with 2 splits and added that it provided flexibility such as an option for
2021 to have 2 splits in the West Zone but only 1 in the East Zone. Commissioner McPherson
asked where did the numbers come from on the graph for the average daily bag from the HIP
survey and Mr. Reynolds noted they came from the selected hunters from the HIP data base that
participates in the Federal harvest surveys. He further explained that a data base was generated
from the names and addresses of all migratory bird hunters, which species they hunt and
approximately how successful they were which was then sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and they select and contact a sample of hunters to write down in a diary every hunt they
make and how many birds they kill. For the 2018-2019 season (which is the last year of
available data), Louisiana had 2,140 hunters that presented that information to the Service and
that was where the data came from. The Commissioner wondered if that was a statistically
valid sample and he was told yes. Then Commissioner McPherson talked about when HIP first
began and how hunters thought it was a way to take ducks away from Louisiana so hunters put
that they did not kill any ducks. He asked, with the valid data from the sample, why was it
important to collect HIP information off the surveys from the hunters and Mr. Reynolds noted
the information that was collected has become worse over the years because 75% of HIP
registrations were being sent in that say “did not hunt” and now there was no information on
whether a hunter was a woodcock hunter, a dove hunter or a waterfowl hunter. Mr. Reynolds,
based on the Commissioner’s information on when HIP first began, stated that Louisiana’s
harvest estimates have exceeded those of any other state for 4 decades with no consequences, but
felt it was an excellent point on the suspicion of HIP. Mr. Reynolds explained why HIP was
implemented in the mid to late 1990’s to avoid catastrophe of a potential closed season from
lawsuits. Commissioner McPherson asked what percentage of hunting licenses were sold
online and what percentage of hunting licenses were sold by vendors and Mr. Reynolds could not
answer that question. The Commissioner then talked about a 2 step process to obtain a HIP
certificate and how he could foresee problems prior to a season opening when there are long
lines at a vendor. Commissioner McPherson did not remember being advised of this new
process for a HIP certification and Mr. Reynolds stated last September during his presentation on
waterfowl it was mentioned Louisiana agreed to participate in a multi-state study and it was also
mentioned during the Notice of Intent process. Secretary Montoucet stated he volunteered the
Department to participate in this new project during an Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies meeting in order to establish good data that can be used. The Secretary could not



remember if Commissioner McPherson had been appointed yet to the Commission at the time
it was presented. Mr. Reynolds stated it was October 2018 when Secretary Montoucet confirmed
the Department’s participation. Secretary Montoucet felt the confusion was the free HIP
certification now had a $2 internet charge but assured the Commission the Department was
trying to get that free again. Commissioner McPherson explained how it took him 3 tries to
just get his birth date entered and noted he was not worried about the $2 charge, but his time was
worth something. Secretary Montoucet commented they would look at that issue and fix it.
Commissioner McPherson then asked how many other states were participating in this program
and Mr. Reynolds stated this year, Louisiana was the only state online until December when
North Carolina and Connecticut would go online and 5 other states have delayed participation
until 2021 due to Covid issues. The Commissioner felt the Department may receive a lot of
criticism from this project to which Secretary Montoucet agreed to look at the app and fine tune
and fix the problem. Commissioner McPherson felt if valid statistical samples could be
obtained would be much better and Mr. Reynolds commented it was a vendor issue as 9 of the
last 12 times he was not asked the HIP registration questions so the line could move quicker.

The Commissioner wondered if enough responses were obtained to have valid statistical
information related to the harvest and Mr. Reynolds answered “not anymore™; then he asked how
was the information in the presentation obtained and Mr. Reynolds noted that data was from
2004-2013. Commissioner McPherson asked if it was changed after 2013; Mr. Reynolds noted
the data quality gotten from the State portion of the HIP survey has deteriorated. Undersecretary
Bryan McClinton stated there is a banner on the Department’s website with walk through
instructions and he hoped a step by step video on how to go through the HIP process would be
added. Commissioner Courville remembered Mr. Reynolds presented the HIP information at
the last meeting and hoped this would allow the Department to get better data. Mr. Reynolds
noted the Department did a press release on this subject. The Commissioner asked if a decision
was to be made at the next meeting and General Counsel Garrett felt it was the Commission’s
prerogative to take action now or wait a month. Commissioner Sunseri appreciated the
Department’s commitment to getting a user-friendly app and how that could make us the leaders
in getting the necessary data. Commissioner Courville asked if the Department’s
recommendation was 2 zones with 2 splits and Mr. Reynolds answered that was correct.
Commissioner McPherson wondered if this information would go out to the public to ailow
them to see the recommendation and make input and Mr. Reynolds stated a press release would
be sent out after the meeting soliciting public comment on this recommendation. The
Commissioner asked if the Department’s recommendation would be the only option to go out or
would all options be listed and Mr. Reynolds wanted to put the entire presentation on the
Department’s website for the public to see and comment on. Commissioner Guidry asked if
requiring a person to provide the requested data only would make a difference and Mr. Reynolds
commented that was one reason why hunters are forced to go online so they have to answer those
questions. He explained that the Department was looking at a system that gathers data the most
cost effectively way even if it was just getting a hunter’s name, address and what they hunted.

General Counsel Garrett stated the Department received 4 public comments on this agenda item
which were included in the packets. Three comments mentioned the traditional East/West zones
as a preference and 2 preferred a single split in the eastern zone.



Mr. Perry Scioneaux, Marksville, stated he wanted to present results on an informal survey
concerned hunters from the East Zone did on social media and through email and texts.
Information from Chairman Hogan and Commissioner Courville and conversations with Mr.
Reynolds on potential dates and zones/splits were obtained prior to sending out the survey.
There were over 100 hunters from the East Zone in the area of southern Avoyelles Parish to the
northern tip of Morehouse Parish contacted and provided dates that might work if the 2 splits
during the East Zone season was chosen, traditional season dates, and a date that Mr. Reynolds
suggested. Mr. Scioneaux added that the overwhelming result was to remain with a 1 split
scenario for the East Zone. Other results were hunters in the East Zone wanted to mimic the
Arkansas season as closely as possible; there should be a 9 day first split followed by 12-day
break and then run the season through the last day of January; just leave it as it has been with
traditional dates; and no one was in favor of a break after January 1¥'. He thanked the
Commission for allowing him the chance to present the survey information and then thanked Mr.
Reynolds for always being accessible to the hunters of Louisiana. Commissioner Courville
asked if any of the surveyed hunters considered Mississippi dates and Mr. Scioneaux stated one
hunter commented he did not want a Mississippi season as it ran for a full 60 days with no split.
Then the Commissioner asked how did the hunters feel if the second split was eliminated which
caused the season not to go to the end of January and Mr. Scioneaux felt most people want to
hunt as late as possible and felt if the season was open for 9 days during the first split, close for
12 days, the season could run to the end of January.

Moving on, Chairman Hogan then announced the next agenda item was to Receive and
Consider a Declaration of Emergency to Set the Opening Date for the 2020 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season and would be presented by Mr. Peyton Cagle, Marine Fisheries Biologist. The
presentation began with a map of the 3 Shrimp Management Zones (Zone 1 - from the
Mississippi-Louisiana state line to the eastern shore of the Mississippi River; Zone 2 — from the
Mississippi River to Freshwater Bayou; and Zone 3 — from Freshwater Bayou westward to the
Texas-Louisiana state line). Discussed next was data from samples taken the week of July 27-
July 31; samples from Zone 1 open waters and Zone 1 Biloxi Marsh waters by count size per
pound; crossover graphs for the Zone 1 open waters (already at the 100 count mark with August
10 being the first available date to open) and Zone 1 Biloxi Marsh waters (August 21° date for
50% at the 100 count mark); Zone 2 without Vermilion-Teche has 70-80’s to 110-130 average
size shrimp and was already at the crossover mark with the first available date to open being
August 10; Vermilion-Teche data by itself shows 40-50, 50-60, 60-70 size samples and August
10 would also be the first available date to open with it already meeting the criteria; Zone 3
without Mermentau River (similar to Zone 1) compared with Zone 3 Mermentau River waters
(similar to Biloxi Marsh but very small); Calcasieu in Zone 3 was already at the crossover of
50% at 100 count mark and this area would be available to open on August 10; the Mermentau
River crossover would fall on Monday, August 24. The predicted August 2020 tidal range was
shown. Mr. Cagle then went over the Department’s recommendations to open Zone 1 except for
the Biloxi Marsh waters at 6 AM on August 10, 2020 and the waters of Biloxi Marsh would open
at 6 AM on August 24, 2020; Zone 2 would open at 6 PM on August 10, 2020; and Zone 3
except for the Mermentau River would open at 6 AM on August 10, 2020 with the Mermentau
River opening at 6 AM on August 24, 2020. A map of the Louisiana waters with the opening
dates and times was shown along with a map showing the percentages of the different basins
having shrimp bigger than 100 count (white numbers on chart) compared with shrimp bigger



than 50 count (yellow numbers on chart). (A copy of Mr. Cagle’s presentation is included in the
Appendices Section of the Minutes.)

Commissioner Courville stated he did not remember seeing data from Biloxi Marsh and
Mermentau River being shown and asked if that data skewed the crossover lines within those
zones and Mr. Cagle stated the samples were taken from 2 different Coastal Study Areas and
samples taken from everything north of the MRGO would not have crossed over on August 10 if
Biloxi Marsh was included but the samples from the southern area was larger in size which
skewed the data. He explained further that to open Zone | on August 10 was not biologically
good as the majority of the shrimp were congregated in Biloxi Marsh. Commissioner
Blanchard asked Mr. Cagle to explain the ride along program and the comparisons that were
made. Mr. Cagle stated that last week when samples were taken with the Department’s standard
experimental trawl a commercial fisherman pulled his commercial gear to see the size
comparisons; these side by side comparisons were taken in Vermilion, Barataria, Terrebonne and
Pontchartrain areas. The data differed between 4 mm up to 14 mm; in Pontchartrain, the
commercial gear showed a 100 count average while the Department’s data showed a 200 count
average; Barataria Basin — the commercial data showed 85 count while the Department showed a
114 count; Terrebonne — commercial gear was at 67 count and the Department was at 77 count;
and Vermilion — commercial gear was at 45 and the Department was at 65 count. Commercial
Blanchard felt the commercial fishermen’s collections were bigger than what the Department
showed to which Mr. Cagle stated one difference was that the Department’s gear catches more
small shrimp which is what it was designed to do. The Commissioner commended the staff for
the sampling. Commissioner Courville also commended the Department in continuing with the
ride along program and felt the commercial fishermen appreciated it as well. Then the
Commissioner asked what feedback did the Department get from the fishermen and Mr. Cagle
stated the shrimp are never big enough but comments received were that they were smaller than
what they like. The criteria in opening the seasons for over 20 years and leading the United
States in terms of production has been 50% at 100 count or greater and that data has been met.
Mr. Cagle explained that the time from when samples were taken and the Department opens a
season is usually 2 weeks and by then there should be larger shrimp. Also, he mentioned that
there will always have juvenile shrimp transitioning into sub-adults moving in, so if samples
were taken again, the average size would likely be the same. Commissioner Guidry asked does
a shrimp grow at the average of | mm per week and Mr. Cagle stated with the water
temperatures as they are now above 68°F, a shrimp can grow 10 mm in a week.

Mr. Terry Luke, Jr. did not wish to speak but felt August 10t was too early, the shrimp needed to
grow more.

General Counsel Cole Garrett stated the Department received 53 comments through the web
portal.

Mr. Barry Rogers stated he was involved with the ride along program in Terrebonne Parish and
felt the criteria of 80-100 count was way too small. The prices would fall and Mr. Rogers did
not think they could survive. With the tragic May season, he felt they needed larger shrimp and
suggested having a statewide opening on August 17. Commissioner Sunseri asked what may
happen if the season opens on August 10 to which Mr. Rogers stated once the season opens, the



shrimp will not grow. The Commissioner then asked if they would grow during the season and
he was told no. Commissioner McPherson asked how do the shrimp quit growing and Mr.
Rogers answered if the shrimp are not left alone, they will not grow, the shrimp are constantly
pressured 24 hours a day. Commissioner Smitko asked Mr. Cagle to explain why the shrimp do
not grow and he said there are 2 reasons why shrimp do not grow — they are caught or there was
a continual cycle of new shrimp coming into the bays and lakes (example: shrimp that are 50-
60’s that are not caught, transition into 40-50’s). Mr. Rogers added that historically what they
have seen when the season opens was what they continue catching. Commissioner Blanchard
agreed with Mr. Rogers when he said that what size the shrimp are when it opens was what they
see but stated it was due to new recruitment. He added that shrimp continue to grow until the
water temperatures reach a level to stop them from growing. The Commissioner further stated
that the white shrimp was completely different from brown shrimp.

Commissioner Sunseri made a motion to go along with the Department’s recommendation and
it was seconded by Commissioner Smitko. Then Commissioner Sunseri asked how many
comments were received prior to last night and he was told 19 with a total of 53. Assistant
Secretary Patrick Banks stated all 53 comments were on the opening date, 5 of the 53 were in
support of the Department’s recommendation and the remaining asked for some version of a later
opening. Commissioner Sunseri asked what was the decision from the Shrimp Task Force and
Mr. Cagle stated there was a split favorable vote to support the Department’s recommendation.
Commissioner Courville asked what was discussed and Mr. Cagle stated it was a virtual
meeting and from phone calls he has received, 65% of the fishermen want the season pushed
back but the docks and processors did not want a later opening. When combined at the Task
Force meeting, 2 fishermen voted no, 1 abstained and the other 4 votes came from docks and
processors voting to open as recommended. Commissioner McPherson asked what would the
fishermen see if the season was delayed by one week, would there be larger shrimp and better
prices, Mr. Cagle answered it was hard to say and explained the transitioning of shrimp through
their cycle of life. He added that if samples were taken now, the average sample sizes would
likely be the same; but mentioned there may be large shrimp, mid-sized shrimp, and 100 count
shrimp in the systems. Then the Commissioner wondered if the season was delayed and opened
on August 17, then the fishermen’s catch and shrimp to sale would basically be the same size and
Mr. Cagle answered that was what was typically seen in the sample data. Commissioner
McPherson asked that it be explained why the fishermen were confused to which Mr. Cagle felt
it was personal perspective as the fishermen have different opinions. The Commissioner asked
Mr. Cagle if the samples would be different from the ride along fishermen and he was told he
could not say if it would be different but based on Department samples, the overall average size
would not change since the larger shrimp were moving out now. Opening the season on August
10 would allow a fisherman the chance to work an entire tide cycle, but if the season opened on
August 17, a fisherman would only have the chance to work the back side of the tide.
Commiissioner Blanchard noted he also sits on the Shrimp Task Force and the meeting was
controversial as there was no complete consensus to support the Department. The
Commissioner then mentioned as President of the American Shrimp Processors he wanted to
follow the Department’s recommendation; he added that there is a product ready for harvest and
the market was there for it. Commissioner Blanchard added that the fishermen were out
working and could not attend these meetings but expected the Commissioners to make intelligent
decisions based on data given by the Department. Even though there were 53 comments which



was less than 5% of the 3,000 licenses sold, the Commission was to make the best
recommendation based on what the Department provides knowing it would not be right 100% of
the time. Commissioner Blanchard felt the fishermen needed more time to fish with the
economic hardships from Covid, changes in the environment, levee districts, and a multitude of
other problems. Commissioner Smitko commented the true commercial fishermen had a bad
May season and the fishermen she has talked to want to go to work and make money. The
Commissioner then stated there was no way of knowing what could happen between now and
when the season opens, such as storms. Commissioner Smitko talked about how the bigger
boats do not want the season to open for the smaller boats in inside waters, the weekend
shrimpers, or the processors and it all ends with following the science. The Commissioner, in
this instance, knew of no reason not to follow that science and stated again she would second
Commissioner Sunseri’s motion. Commissioner Sunseri stated he has received a number of
phone calls over the last week and the suggestions were similar to what occurred at the Shrimp
Task Force; he added that he has not always gone along with a Department or Task Forces
recommendation but knew they would not make everyone happy. Because of these reasons,
Commissioner Sunseri made his motion. Hearing no further discussion, the motion passed with
no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of Emergency is
made a part of the record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season Opening Dates
August 6, 2020

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission received information regarding
biological sampling for white shrimp in state inshore waters. The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) provided the Commission with data that projected the date when
white shrimp will reach marketable size. After considering biological information and public
input, the Commission took action to set the fall shrimp season within state inshore waters.
Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such action.

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 of the Administrative
Procedure Act which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency
procedures to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission shall fix no less than two open seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and
shall have the authority to open or close outside waters and to increase the minimum mesh size
provided in R.S. 56:499 for any trawl, skimmer net, or butterfly net for the duration of any
special shrimp season or regular shrimp season extension, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 2020 Fall Shrimp Season in Louisiana state waters to open as
follows:



That portion of state inside waters from the Mississippi/Louisiana state line westward to

the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River to open at 6:00 a.m. August 10, 2020
except for the area as described below which will open at 6:00 a.m. August 24, 2020:

From a point at the intersection of the eastern shore of the MRGO and the Shell Beach
Cut at 29 degrees 51 minutes 29.40 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 40 minutes 37.99
seconds west longitude; thence northerly to a point where Shell Beach Cut and the south
shore of Lake Borgne intersect (29 degrees 52 minutes 00.35 seconds north latitude, 89
degrees 40 minutes 25.33 seconds west longitude); thence easterly and northerly
following the southern shore of Lake Borgne and the western shore of the Biloxi Marsh
to Pointe Aux Marchettes (29 degrees 59 minutes 26.87 seconds north latitude, 89
degrees 34 minutes 44.91 seconds west longitude); thence northeasterly to Malheureax
Point (30 degrees 04 minutes 40.57 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 28 minutes 46.59
seconds west longitude); thence southeasterly to a point on the western shore of Three-
Mile Pass (30 degrees 03 minutes 00.00 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 22 minutes
23.00 seconds west longitude); thence northeasterly to a point on Isle Au Pitre (30
degrees 09 minutes 20.50 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 11 minutes 15.50 seconds
west longitude), which is a point on the double-rig line as described in R.S.
56:495.1(A)2; thence southerly following the double rig line to where it intersects with
the MRGO (29 degrees 40 minutes 40.11 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 23 minutes
(07.71 seconds west longitude); thence northwesterly along the eastern shore of the
MRGO to the point of origin.

That portion of state inside waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi

River westward to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at Eugene Island as delineated by the red
Channel Buoy Line to open at 6:00 p.m. August 10, 2020; and,

That portion of state inside waters from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at Eugene

Island as delineated by the red Channel Buoy Line westward to the Louisiana/Texas state line to
open at 6:00 a.m. August 10, 2020 except for the area as described below which will open at
6:00 a.m. August 24, 2020:

From a point on the shrimp inside/outside line and the western shore of the Mermentau
River at 29 degrees 43 minutes 46.14 seconds north latitude, 93 degrees 00 minutes 40.50
seconds west longitude; thence northerly following the western shore of the Mermentau
River to its intersection with Catfish Locks 29 degrees 52 minutes 47.31 seconds north
latitude, 92 degrees 50 minutes 57.25 seconds west longitude; thence southeasterly
following Catfish Locks to its intersection with the eastern shore of the Mermentau River
(29 degrees 51 minutes 44.20 seconds north latitude, 92 degrees 50 minutes 52.98
seconds west longitude); thence southerly following the eastern shore of the Mermentau
River to the point where it intersects the shrimp inside/outside line (29 degrees 43
minutes 46.33 seconds north latitude, 93 degrees 00 minutes 31.71 seconds west
longitude); thence westerly along the shrimp inside/outside line to the point of origin.



The Commission also hereby grants authority to the secretary of LDWF to delay or
advance these opening dates if biological and/or technical data indicate the need to do so, and; to
close any portion of Louisiana's inside or outside waters to protect small juvenile white shrimp if
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so, or enforcement problems develop.

The secretary is further granted the authority to open any area, or re-open any previously
closed area, and to open and close special shrimp seasons in any portion of state waters.

Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season by the secretary will be made by
public notice at least 72 hours prior to such action.

William Hogan
Chairman

The second agenda item for Mr. Peyton Cagle, Marine Fisheries Biologist, was to Receive and
Consider a Notice of Intent Establishing Closures of Certain Waters Associated with the
2021 Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program. Mr. Cagle began giving an update from the
February and March 2020 results by showing pictures of volunteers working; a map of each
closure area with a chart showing the area, dates of the closure, number of traps removed from
each area (this was the first year for a closure in the Lake Borgne area) and the total number of
traps removed (4,188); and a chart with program results since 2004 noting the total number of
area closures, the average number of traps removed per year and the total number of traps
removed since 2004 (over 45,000). Mr. Cagle then talked about the proposed areas for 2021 by
reminding everyone of the legislation that gives the Commission the authority to designate areas
of the closures, who can collect the traps, disposal sites, dates of a trap closure and disposition of
traps and the timeframe to have these closures. The proposed areas and closure dates are: the
Pontchartrain Basin from February 1 through February 14, 2021 which was very similar to a
2018 closure; the Terrebonne Basin also from February 1 through February 14, 2021; the
Vermilion Basin which will be a new closure area from February 1 through February 14, 2021;
and a second Pontchartrain Basin closure from February 22 through March 7, 2021. Other
conditions for the program were explained by Mr. Cagle. He also mentioned the Department
was working with the industry to develop alternatives with this program by giving back usable
traps that have been removed or try to encourage the industry to participate in the program as
they could get usable traps back. Mr. Cagle asked that the Commission give the Secretary
authority to determine disposition so a pilot study could be planned and determine if it will work.
(A copy of Mr. Cagle’s presentation is included in the Appendices Section of the Minutes.)

Commissioner Courville asked if the thought was to recruit crab fishermen to come help and
then those fishermen would be in line for distribution of usable traps and Mr. Cagle explained
currently there was not a lot of industry involvement in the program and the thought was for a
crab fisherman to sign a work agreement with the Department noting how many traps can be
picked up per day and then those traps were returned to the Department who decides which are
trash and which are usable. The theory was any participant could get their traps back or a
fisherman could leave with something even if none of his traps were brought in. Commissioner
McPherson asked what currently happens to the traps to which Mr. Cagle stated, since 2018,
legislation gave the Commission authority to determine disposition; however, before and since



2018, all traps were disposed as there was no agreed upon method between the Fisheries
Division, Enforcement Division and crab industry on how to do it but those issues were being
worked on. The Commissioner then asked if all crab traps have to be marked and he was told
yes; then he asked if there was some redemption for an owner to get his traps back and Mr. Cagle
answered there was no possible way for him to get his traps back unless he or someone he
designates to participate in the program actually participates. Comimnissioner McPherson
wondered why a fisherman would not pick up his traps and Mr. Cagle commented some traps are
stolen, some are lost due to boats hitting them or some are lost in storms. The Commissioner
asked that more information on this be provided once the staff works through the issues as it may
be very problematic. Commissioner Smitko stated she believes in recycling and does not like
seeing traps destroyed, but felt there were already too many traps in the waters. The
Commissioner could not understand only about 100 traps were recovered from the Terrebonne
area as her boat always seems to find them; and she suggested not using the words “giving a
trap” in the agreements but may use the word “exchange”. General Counsel Garrett commented
there was no plan as of right now but this would be the Commission giving the Secretary
authority to “dispose, buy-back, recycle or distribute to industry members who participated” or
some other option that would allow the Department to develop a program. Commissioner
Blanchard asked what was used to retrieve these traps and Mr. Cagle noted there were 2 reasons
for doing it during February and March — lowest time and effort in the crab industry and there
was no tide height which allowed for finding the traps by walking through the marsh or throwing
a grappling hook. Commissioner Courville asked if the Department was trying to retrieve and
identify the tags to which Mr. Cagle answered that trying to recognize a previous owner was
difficult as tags are sometimes in a trap to where they cannot be cut off. Commissioner
McPherson asked if this action was just for the closures or did it give the Secretary authority to
decide the disposition of traps. Mr. Cagle stated the Commission’s action would determine the
closure areas and the dates for those closures and authorize the Secretary to determine the
disposition of the traps. He knew that there have been a lot of issues since they began discussing
this proposal and felt there may be more along the way. The Commissioner asked if a pilot
study on the disposition of traps was developed and could be implemented, then the Commission
would have an opportunity to look at it going forward. Mr. Cagle stated that would occur if the
Department felt it was worthwhile and the industry supported it with their participation for the
2022 closures with a disposition plan embedded in the proposed action for the Commission to
approve. Hearing no further comments, Commissioner Courville made a motion to approve the
Notice of Intent, seconded by Commissioner Sunseri and passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of Intent is made a part
of the record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps
(LAC 76:VIL367)



Notice is hereby given in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950
et seq., and through the authority granted in R.S. 56:332(N), that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission proposes to amend LAC 76:VIL.367 to temporarily close a portion of state inside
waters to the use of crab traps in order to facilitate the removal of abandoned crab traps in these
waters.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has amended the provisions in LAC 76:VIIL.367
governing the locations of temporary crab trap closures to address problems in portions of state
waters resulting from large numbers of abandoned and derelict crab traps (Louisiana Register,
Volume 30, Number 1; Volume 31, Number 1; Volume 32, Number 2; Volume 33, Number 1;
Volume 34, Number 1; Volume 36; Number 1; Volume 38, Number 1; Volume 38, Number 12;
Volume 40, Number 1; Volume 41, Number 1; Volume 42, Number 1; Volume 42, Number 12;
Volume 44, Number 1; Volume 45, Number 2; Volume 45, Number 12). The Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission took action on July1:2049 August 6, 2020 to describe a new portion of state waters
to be temporarily closed to the use of crab traps for the purpose of conducting a crab trap cleanup.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3.  Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery
§367. Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps
A. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 14-day period from 12:00 a.m.

February 1, 2021 through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2021 within portions of Plagquemines and St.
Bernard Parishes as described below:

1. from a point originating along the eastern shoreline of the Mississippi River
at 29 degrees 46 minutes 30.00 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 01 minutes 03.51 seconds west
longitude; thence easterly along 29 degrees 46 minutes 30.00 seconds north latitude to its
intersection with the eastern bank of Bayou Terre Aux Boeufs at 29 degrees 46 minutes 30.00
seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 46 minutes 58.76 seconds west longitude; thence southerly
along the eastern bank of Bayou Terre Aux Boeufs to 29 degrees 41 minutes 15.19 seconds north
latitude, 89 degrees 38 minutes 00.00 seconds west longitude; thence southerly along 89 degrees
38 minutes 00.00 seconds west longitude to 29 degrees 34 minutes 12.00 seconds north latitude,
89 degrees 38 minutes 00.00 seconds west longitude; thence westerly along 29 degrees 34 minutes
12.00 seconds north latitude to 29 degrees 34 minutes 12.00 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 42
minutes 36.00 seconds west longitude; thence southerly along 89 degrees 42 minutes 36.00
seconds west longitude to its intersection with the eastern bank of the Mississippi River at 29
degrees 30 minutes 51.57 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 42 minutes 36.24 seconds west
longitude; thence northerly along the eastern bank of the Mississippi River to its point of origin.




B. _ The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 14-day period from 12:00 a.m.
February 1, 2021 through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2021 within portions of Lafourche and
Terrebonne Parishes as described below:

1. from a point originating on the eastern shore of Bayou Lafourche at 29
degrees 26 minutes 09.67 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 17 minutes 52.32 seconds west
longitude, thence due west to the southwestern most point of the Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife
Management Area at 29 degrees 26 minutes 09.67 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 19 minutes
32.14 seconds west longitude, thence westerly following the southern boundary of the Pointe Aux
Chenes Wildlife Management Area to its intersection with the western shore of Bayou Pointe Aux
Chenes (29 degrees 26 minutes 49.37 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 27 minutes 53.44 seconds
west longitude), thence southerly along the western shore of Bayou Pointe Aux Chenes to the point
where Bayou Point Aux Chenes exits between Lake Raccourci and Lake Felicity (29 degrees 15
minutes 55.48 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 23 minutes 47.39 seconds west longitude), thence
easterly to a point on the eastern shoreline of Bayou Pointe Aux Chenes (29 degrees 15 minutes
35.66 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 23 minutes 46.76 seconds west longitude), thence easterly
along the shoreline to a point at 29 degrees 15 minutes 52.74 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 23
minutes 01.97 seconds west longitude, thence due south to Timbalier-Terrebonne Bay Light #23
(29 degrees 09 minutes 37.26 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees 22 minutes 58.17 seconds west
longitude), thence southeasterly following the buoy line through Havoline Canal to a point on the
eastern shore of Bayou Lafourche (29 degrees 09 minutes 40.54 seconds north latitude, 90 degrees
13 minutes 57.34 seconds west longitude), thence northerly following Bayou Lafourche to its point

of origin.

C. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 14-day period from 12:00 a.m.
February 1, 2021 through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2021 within portions of Iberia and St. Mary
Parishes as described below;

I. from a point originating at Point Marone (29 degrees 38 minutes 03.42
seconds north latitude, 91 degrees 38 minutes 44.07 seconds west longitude), thence southwesterly
to East Point on Marsh Island (29 degrees 34 minutes 06.06 seconds north latitude, 91 degrees 42
minutes 31.15 seconds west longitude), southerly along the eastern shore of Marsh Island to South
Point (29 degrees 29 minutes 25.55 seconds north latitude, 91 degrees 46 minutes 07.56 seconds
west longitude), thence northeasterly to Point Chevreuil (29 degrees 31 minutes 37.85 seconds
north latitude, 91 degrees 32 minutes 21.91 seconds west longitude), thence northerly and westerly
along the north shore of East Cote Blanche Bay to its point of origin.

D. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 14-day period from 12:00 a.m.
February 22, 2021 through 11:59 p.m. March 7, 2021 within portions of Plaguemines and St.
Bernard Parishes as described below:

1. from a point located where Bayou La Loutre and Bayou Terre Aux Boeufs
intersect at 29 degrees 50 minutes 31.70 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 45 minutes 47.19
seconds west longitude, thence westerly to the western shore of Bayou Terre Aux Boeufs (29
degrees 50 minutes 31.57 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 45 minutes 47.65 seconds west
longitude), thence southerly following the western bank of Bayou Terre Aux Boeufs to 29 degrees




40 minutes 28.34 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 36 minutes 18.00 seconds west longiiude,
thence north along 89 degrees 36 minutes 18.00 seconds west longitude to a point located in Grand
Pass, between Lake Jean Louis Robin and Lake Coquille (29 degrees 43 minutes 48.00 seconds
north latitude, 89 degrees 36 minutes 18.00 seconds west longitude), thence east along 29 degrees
43 minutes 48.00 seconds north latitude to its intersection with the western shore of the MRGO
(29 degrees 43 minutes 48.06 seconds north latitude, 89 degrees 28 minutes 05.96 seconds west
longitude), thence northwesterly along the western shore of the MRGO to its intersection with the
northern shore of Bayou La Loutre, thence westerly following the northern shore of Bayou La
Loutre to its point of origin.

E&. All crab traps remaining in the closed area during the specified period shall be
considered abandoned. Crab trap removal regulations do not provide authorization for access to
private property; authorization to access private property can only be provided by individual
landowners. Crab traps may be removed only between one-half hour before sunrise to one-half
hour after sunset. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel or its designees are authorized
to remove these abandoned crab traps within the closed area. All traps removed during a closed

area are to be brought to the desngnated dlsposal area. Ne—pefseﬂ—remewrg—efab—tmp-s—ffem—the

aren: The Wlldllfe and Flsherles Comm15510n authorlzes the ‘;ecretary of thc Dcpartment of
Wildlife and Fisheries to designate disposal sites and determine the final disposition of crab traps
removed from the closure areas, including but not limited to disposal, buy-back, recycling, or
distributed to industry members participating in the retrieval of crab traps from within a closure
area.










